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Abstract:

Contemporary criminal justice systems face growing hardship in harmonizing deterrence and
punishment with rehabilitation and reintegration into society. In this context, the present paper examines
the effectiveness of alternative punishments within Jordanian criminal law as a reformative solution to
the limitations of custodial sentences, especially considering prison overcrowding and elevated re-offense
rates. The aim of the study is to analyze the legal structure regulating alternative penalties in Jordanian
law, including community service, conditional release, and rehabilitation programs, and to evaluate their
alignment with international benchmarks like the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules (Tokyo Rules)
and modern European examples.

The study utilizes a descriptive, analytical, and comparative approach, focusing on the examination
and interpretation of legal documents, along with an evaluation of the efficacy of these penalties based on
pertinent field research and international experiences. The results indicate that different forms of
punishment are a move towards a more restorative criminal justice system. Legislative challenges,
insufficient implementation frameworks, and restricted societal support persist in hindering their
utilization.

To enhance the use of alternative penalties and harmonize criminal justice with human rights, the
research recommends enacting extensive legal reforms, boosting public awareness efforts, and
strengthening the capabilities of judges and law enforcement agencies
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