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Abstract:

This study explores the territorial growth of King Baldwin | (1100-1118 CE) in the southeastern area of the
Kingdom of Jerusalem, encompassing current parts of southern Jordan, including Karak, Shobak, and Ayla. It
emphasizes the strategic, geographical, and economic significance of these regions and their contribution to
Baldwin's expansionist objectives to solidify his emerging kingdom and improve its stability. The research examines
the factors and incentives that drove Baldwin towards this expansion, including military goals to safeguard the
kingdom's boundaries, political aims to separate the Fatimid state from other Islamic entities, and economic aims to
secure reliable resources that would sustain the Crusader kingdom's persistence. The study also explores the
responses of regional authorities, especially the Fatimids and Abbasids, and highlights the factors contributing to
the frailty of the Islamic resistance during that period. The research utilizes an analytical historical approach, relying
on both Arab and foreign historical references, as well as contemporary studies. It concludes that Baldwin's
expansion was not solely a military action, but a fundamental aspect of a wider expansionist initiative focused on
dominating essential trade and religious pathways and solidifying the Crusader foothold in the area based on
military, economic, and settlement principles.

Keywords:Baldwin I, southeast of the Kingdom of Jerusalem, Al-Karak, Shobak, Aila, Tughtakin Atabak, the First
Crusade.
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